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I.—Fonkxrex Porxrios. ets | 
REFERRING to the contents of the Tibet Blue- book; the Sri Sri Vishny Sa Sat Vun 


'ya-o- Ananda Lazar Patri the lst ‘Bass Params, 
is whet Ba el oes 4 nanda dow otha = — [Calcutta] of the Ist 2. ae 


We do not think that Colonel Younghusband was the author of the terms 
of the Lhassa treaty. Had not the Government of India a hand in the . 
formulation of those terms? What is desired by Lord Curzon is that he should 
rule supreme in all matters relating to India. ile in England His Lordship 
expressed himself to the effect that Parliament should not interfere with the 
Government of India. What a dangerous statement for a man of Lord Curzon’s 
ability and education! But there is no reason why the Home Government 
should put up with his humours. acd pays 
2. The Sandhya [Calcutta cf the 2nd F ebruary writes Sampara, 
Lord Curzon is himself a zuburdust man, and the Feb. 2nd, 1905. 
agent he selected for the Tibet Mission was like 
the pupil excelling his master. Between them, they had intended to seize 
Tibet. The British Cabinet was sending out repeated protests, but they must 
play their game out. Nelson won a great victory because he disobeyed orders. 
These two personages schemed a repetition of Nelson’s method of action. 
Fortunately their scheme has been knocked on the head. If it had been 
carried out and Tibet annexed, it is difficult to say what a conflagration would 
have been lit. But how little do headstrong men fear a conflagration ! 
3. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 8rd February asks if, in view of the Sanpnra. 
Secretary of State’s admonition to the Viceroy that Feb. 3rd, 1908. 
} the Tibet question was au Imperial question, in 
which the interest of the whole empire was involved and not that of India alone, 
it will be fair and just to saddle India alone with the cost of the Mission. 
When the whole Empire will enjoy the benefit, why should India alone pay 
the cost of securing it? . 
4. Referring to the blame which is being cast on Mr. Brodrick, by the 
re English Press, for selecting a time like the present, 
Bing Puvlication of the Tibet when the Tibet treaty is on the point of being 
7 ratified, for publishing the Tibet Blue-book, the 
same paper says that it is not probable that Mr. Brodrick has published the 
document of his own motion or with the simple object of showing that 
he was quite innocent in the matter of the treaty. The Blue-book could 
not have been published without the consent of the Cabinet. There is 
therefore not the least doubt that it has been published with an object, and that 
object is the conciliation of Germany and Russia. Otherwise, it is not 
conceivable that the Home Government would go to such length as to publicly 
reprove a responsible official and discredit the Government of India. Only a 
short time ago, the Home Government honoured Colonel Younghusband, and 
now it is reproving him. | 
5. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th February has the following:— Daity Hitavanr, 
oh It is a matter of great regret that our Viceroy, Feb 4 1008. 
» sit Cem. Lord Curzon, who combines in himself the 
attributes of the god of intelligence and the god of war, has not yet been able 
to taste that priceless nectar of the Lhassa treaty which Colonel Younghusband 
gathered by churning the heart’s blood of the Tibetans. No one need be told 
that it is through the political shrewdness of the Chinese Amban that the 
present state of things has come to pass. You are dying with thirst ; there is 
a crystal bowl full of the sweetest water in your hand; the only thing necessary 
to quench your thirst is to bring the bowl in contact with your lips, but you 
cannot do it—you do not possess the power to do it. Can anything be more 
disappointing? We thought the difficulty would not last 2 at, when the 
Lion was bent upon eating the Sheep’s head, it would not be long before the 
Sheep’s head actually gratified the Lion’s palate. Who was to save the Sheep 
in this crisis ?—China? But he is an old, ecrepit Tiger; what can he, in his 
old age, 11 to the Lion? There 4 ** Bear, it is 2 ; but as the . 
ave it, he is now jumping and dancing in Manchuria in response to the 
biddings of the Japanese * and the game will be over before he has 
ume to come to join it. But now we see that the treaty imbroglio will take a 
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long time to come to a solution, because a very wide difference of opinion 
exists between the Home and Indian Governments in regard to the question. 

Lord Curzon found an spt disciple in Colonel Younghusband and entrusted 
him with the charge of the Peace Mission. The Colonel proved a staunch — 
disciple and faithfully carried out Lord Curzon’s instructions, not waiting for 
the Jecreta of State’s advice or orders in regard to the treaty which he 
concluded with the national assembly of Tibet. But it was not the intention 
of Mr. Brodrick that the treaty should keep the Tibetans indebted to the 
English for about a 8 or that the Chumbi Valley should remain in 
India’s possession till the debt was discharged. | 

But what did it matter what his intention was? Every business connected 
with India is now disposed of as Lord Curzon will have it, and the Secreta 
of State himself has been overshadowed at every step by the present powerful 
Viceroy. This is but one of the effects of the profound and mystic spell which 
transformed the Peace Mission, after its entry into Tibet, into a Military 
Mission; of the spell that is, under which the Secretary of State, on the plea of 
India’s good and her commercial interests, thought it necessary to send an 
expedition into Tibet and tbrow its cost on the starving and heavily taxed 
people of India. What wonder, then, that the Colonel could not suspend his 
final decision in regard to the treaty and await the arrival of the Secretary of 
State’s orders? But the Secretary of State finds the pill extremely bitter, so 
much so, indeed, that even the sugar of imperialism has not been able to 
remove its bitterness. He has, therefore, given expression to his heart- 
burning by saying some harsh things in the Tibet Blue-book. 

It is clear that in carrying out the Peace Mission both Lord Curzon and 
Colonel Younghusband were guided by their imperial instinct. It was, indeed, 
to serve the interest of the whole Empire that the peace Mission carried the 
British flag, dyed in the blood of the ‘Tibetans, up to Lhassa. And the plea of 
the Mission being undertaken for ‘‘ Indiu’s good” was put forward merely as 
a blind to throw its cost on the Indian tax-payer. For, to have gone to the 
British Exchequer for its expense would have meant a loud protest and 
obstacles in the way of Lord Curzon’s winning the title of the Victor of | 
Tibet.” What could not have been achieved by plain words, Lord Curzon has 
accomplished by his shrewdness. : 

rom the signs that are visible it will be idle to suppose that the difficulty 
about the treaty will be soon solved. Now that an open difference has arisen 
between Lord Curzon and the weak-minded Secretary of State, who can say 
that the Chinese Ainban will not raise an objection in regard to the occupation 
of the Chumbi Valley and, if he does, he will very probably get the Secretary 
of State’s support. In that case a fresh treaty . to be made, and the 
Indian Government will have to send a fresh Mission to Tibet to have it signed. 
That will mean fresh burdens for India. 
6. In a review of the Blue Book on Tibet, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] 


a of the 6th February says that there is no knowin 
ane Sone Rech Te when the Treaty . into between Tibet an 
the Government of India will come into operation. Should it prove in- 
operative, the reduction of the indemnity payable by Tibet would have 
no meaning. If the Tibetan Government he not mean to pay the 
— will the Government of India send another expedition to that 

coun 
On a review ofthe same Blue Book the Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 


4th February finds that the expedition was due to Lord Curzon’s high- 
handedness and a desire to occupy that country. 


7. The Hitavadi (Calcutta | of the 3rd February writes as follows — 


8 Like many Englishmen we too hold that the 
15 12 25 1 nina idea of a Russian 83 of India is neither 
chimerical nor impracticable. Russia will not easily abandon her long cherished 
intention of invading India. What then would be the effect of an appearance 
of a Russian army of 5 lakhs at the Indian frontiet? England could not 


consider herself safe b placing th of tin eae | 
Afghanistan. She is therefore 8 whole task of facing the enemy on 


Sin N 5 ing warlike preparations for meeting 
bene The Indian army is only 2, 35,000 oly of which 70,000 are 
ropeans, If 75,000 of this army are required for maintaining peace 
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in the country, not more than 14 lakhs of soldiers can be expected to go 
to the front to meet an 3 army Which, as Russia possesses a 
standing army of 46 lakhs, might well be calculated to number not less than 
5 lakhs. It is not possible to bring a large army from England at a time of 
emergency. And it is equally impossible to raise a army in India 
within a short time, because the long disarmament of the Indians has blunted 
their martial qualities. The Englishman newspaper says: Trouble is alread 

being experienced in getting the right class of recruits.” In spite of all this, 
Englishmen do not venture to trust the Indians, and to increase the numerical 
strength of the native army without, at the same time, increasing the 
number of white soldiers in India. If therefore the native army is 
increased the number of European soldiers will have to be increased 
in proportion. This would mean an enormous expenditure. Besides this, 
England cannot count on the possibility of a large reserve in India. A 
correspondent of the Times of London says: ‘It has been an axiom with the 
Government of India that the Indian Native army should be a long service 
one and that we should not flood the country with masses of native reserves 
trained to arms.’ This is why Englishmen are so much terrified by the 


thought of a Russian invasion of India. The Englishman says: Whether 


something could not be done in India to increase the number of reservists is 
a question which ought to form ig of any consideration of military defence.” 
In our Opinion the matter ought to have received much earlier attention. 
However, it is not yet too late. The Indians have not yet altogether lost their 
martial spirit. ‘Twenty-five or thirty lakhs of Indian reservists can be trained 
within a reasonably short period of time. If Russia sees that the regular 
army of India is supported by a huge body of reservists, she may give up the 
idea of invading India. 1 „ 
Englishmen! Forsake that evil genius of yours, namely, the distrust of 
Indians. Trust the Indians. Don’t keep your loyal Indian subjects in a weak, 
disarmed and cowardly condition. Give up the mistaken idea that once 
armed the Indians will rise in rebellion. Did they rebel when they had arms? 
The Mutiny was the doing of your oppressed soldiery. The general Indian 
public never joined it and, as a matter of fact, it was through their help that 
vou succeeded in quelling it. The Indians, if they are armed as Ne, 


can still fight with zeal against Russia under the banner of their English 
Sovereign. 


2 


8. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 5th February comments on the loan 

me ‘ae taken by Siam in order to reorganize its army 

n by saying that Siam is in the same predicament 

as Afghanistan, being placed between two rival powers. An efficient army 
has thus become indispensable to it for its very existence. 


9. In reference tothe Reuter's message regarding the recalling of the 
„Baltic fleet and the rumours that a portion has 
rtion of the Baltic Fleet in directions to go to the Persian Gulf, the same 


A 
he Persian Geil. paper asks if England will keep quiet when she will 
see the fleet enter the Gulf, | 


IJ.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


10. Avcorrespondent of the Charu Mihir ¶Mymensigh] of the 31st January 
Crime ia Mymensingh reports a serious case of ity in the house 
Soa of aman of the kumar caste at village Chapuria, 

thana Muktagacha. The occurrence is alleged to have taken place about a 
month ago, but the police have not yet been able to trace the culprits. It is 
further reported ‘that crime has seriously increased in certain villages of the 
name of Mandalsen, Bau Bangla, etc. There is a gang of some 50 budmashes 
hereabouts, who, it is said, hold midnight meetings on the fields. Special 
mention is made of the following case of outrage. An upcountry man, while 
returning from the Adé at Chechua in Muktagacha on the 28th January last, 
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attacked by a of ruffians in front of the garden belonging to Umes 
Chakrabarti, 95 Man n, and robbed of about a hundred rupees he was 
ing with him. The offenders are now in custody. eto yaa Barge 
; writes:— 5 
munen A public meeting was held in the rooms of 
1 against the Mymen - the City College on the afternoon of the 16th Magh 
on the 15th previous. Certain resolutions of 


last to consider the oppressive conduct of the police 

protest were adopted at this 

gathering which was presided over by Babu Kali Sankar Guha. e e 
We do not wish to dicuss at large the causes which lay at the root of 
this outrageous conduct on the part of the police. We do not wish to assert 
that certain youths dressed as students did not behave ill at the outset. But 
afterwards those responsible for the public peace, by freely striking many 


grown-up ns and others, brought the name of the police into still greater 
infamy. The public have confidence in the sense of justice of Mr. Magistrate 


Thompson, and we trust he will make a sifting inquiry into this disgraceful 
12. The same paper writes :— 
The plan of chaukidari reform which finds 

favour with the Bengal Government will, if carried 

out, prove a great boon to the country. 
The powers which are proposed to be vested in the panchayets and their 

President will make respectable people eager to seek for these posts in future. 


We do not approve of the suggestion to empower even oo of 


The proposed chaukidari re- 
form. 


Police to supervise the working of the panchayets, A Special Deputy Magistrate 
should be appointed for this purpose 


The villages have now come to be practically denuded of their respectable 
citizens owing to the insanitary conditions which e in them So a 
difficulty might be found in getting the right kind of men as Presidents of 
the panchayets. 

Considering the strained relations which now prevail between zamindars 
and their tenants in the majority of cases, it is not desirable that any officer 


holding any appointment under a zamindar should be made President of the 


panchayet. | 


13. A correspondent of the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 2nd February 
— ak writing from Atkaria, Manikganj, expresses dissatis- 
. faction on account of the work of selecting the 

panchayets in the Manikganj subdivision being entrusted to local Honorary 
Magistrates. It is maintained that most of these are worthless supporters of 
Government, men whose position precludes them from all chance of personal 
experience of the chaukidar’s evil ways. It is suggested that a better choice 
would, have been to entrust this work to a College Professor or to a Brahmo or 
Christian Missionary, men who, it is claimed, would have been far from local 


jealousies and therefore more likely to make an impartial choice of the best 
men available. i 1 


14. The same paper writes :— 


3 The public are quite eager to know the lines 
unn Which will be adopted oy Mr, Savage for the 
proposed reform of the chaukidari system. So far as we know, Government has 
not yet made any public communication on the subject. No newspaper in 
ec has yet ergy: any information on this head. The Bihar Herald of 
B ur says that Mr. Savage has published a notification on this question. 


he r then goes on to quote the notificati it oe ts. the 
columns o the Bihar Herald. a ion as it appears 


15. The Murshidabad N W of the ist February 28 
ae f the following allegations against Babu Gour Gopal 
PA mi ee rte, * Gupta, the Bub-lne alte "al the Sujaganj thana. 
ae ur pe : Jagan]. 
8 It appears that one Balkrishna Bhatta was an 

tans lk inhabitant of village Bipraghata. As Balkrishna 
had no issue, he made a will in favour of his spiritual guide, inath 
Sadasiv Pandit some three or four days before his death. Fearing that. 
the police might make trouble, Kasinath carried the will to the thana, and. 


in the absence of the Bara Babu showed it to the Chota Babu. But it was all in 
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in. As soon as the Sub-Inspector came to know of this case, he proceeded to 
the house of Balkrishna Bhatta, pretended that he had died intestate, and on 


this ground brought away in his custody all moveable propery. on wr he 
is removal was 


could lay hands. Kasinath was not present at the house when 
effected, but his maid-servant who wasin charge protested againstit. Asit was, 
Kasinath afterwards interviewed the gage gear at the thana on the matter. 
Being asked by this officer to produce his will before him, Kasinath carried the 
will to the than», taking the precaution to bring two witnesses with him. A 
copy of the will wasthen duly made by a writer-constable under the orders of 
the Sub-Inspector, and the original returned to Kasinath. This was in the 
morning. On the afternoon of the same day, the police forcibly took away 
from Kasinath’s possession two milch cows with two calves and another calf a 
year old and further threatened to sell the animals off by auction at the thana. 
Kasinath now appealed to the Magistrate for redress. The Magistrate thereon 
recorded an order that Kasinath had a will in his favour and would soon apply 
fora probate of it; and under these circumstances he called on the police to 
state early their objections, if any, to releasing Kasinath’s property, provided 
that he agreed to give proper security pending the grant of the probate. 
Kasinath, to prevent delays, carried this order of the Magistrate in person to the 
Sub-Inspector. The latter was so much irritated at this that he threw the paper 
away from his table on to the floor. Kasinath came back, and waited the next 
day, which was a Sunday. On Monday following he made a fresh application 
stating all the facts. An explanation was called for in due course from the Sub- 
Inspector who of course denied his guilt. The Magistrate 11 proceeded 
to take proper security and then issued orders to the police for the release of 


Kasinath’s property. Two days more had to elapse before, at last, the police 


agreed to make over Kasinath’s property tohim. After a detention of 13 days 
asinath got back his own, but not fully. For it was found that a plate, made 
of bell-metal, a dish, a glass and a shovel had disappeared. There was further 
the loss of the milk of the cows which had been detained, After the probate of 
the will had been granted from Court, the Sub-Inspector sent in to Kasinath a 
bill for Rs. 7-4 on account of fodder, etc., for the cows which had been held in 
custody. Two annas for each head of cattle was the rate which the Sub- 
Inspector charged, but Kasinath in reply pointed out that he could claim from 
the police some sixteen rupees as price of the milk which the two cows had 
supplied for 13 days at the rate of four or five seers a day each. Kasinath now 
brought all these facts to the notice of the Judge, who expressed his dissatis- 
faction at them and wrote to the Magistrate, requesting (1) that Kasinath’s 
security might be returned to him as he had now obtained probate of his will, 
and (2) that a report be sent to him after an inquiry into the conduct of the 
Sub-Inspector in connection with this case. In due course the District Superin- 
tendent of Police held an inquiry and reported wholly in favour of his 
subordinate. But the District Magistrate could not profess himself wholly 
satisfied with this report. He wrote to the District Judge expressing his 
opinion that the daroga’s act in taking porsession of moveable property on the 
Suspicion that the will was a fraud could not by any means be justified 
as lawful, but that since the District Superintendent of Police had himself made 
an enquiry into the case, the matter need not proceed any further. The 
District Judge therefore wrote: : ee 
“The allegations were very serious. The enquiry was highly unsatisfactory and made 
behind the complainant’s back. The conduct of the Sub-Inspector cannot be justified at all. 
He usurped the power of the District Judge and defied law, eto.“ „ 
This is the stage in which the matter now stands. 35 
16. The Sanivani Calcutta] of the 2nd February has the following:— — 
l 1992 A correspondent writes to say that he was a 
. e , g passenger by the steamer Beluchi from Goalundo to 
Narainganj on the 26th January last. Among the passengers on board he 
noticed a cooly, woman, with an infant six or seven months’ old in her lap, 
booked for Cachar. The woman was weeping. It appeared on inquiry that she 
had been decoyed by an erkati and was bound for the Tarapur tea-estate in 


Cachar. Her name was Chandra and she was a Rajputani by caste. Her father 


was Ganes Mandal, an inhabitant of village Mailardi near Damka. Chundra had 
been to Rampur Hat to visit a fair, and while there had been decoyed by a man 
named Michhir and taken first to Kaniganj and thence to Goalundo. At 
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E ‘éhhir tempted ber into giving her signature to the formal 
cee und aleo sade her say cag! before the Magi-trate that she was 
ling to proceed as a cooly to Cachar. They then boarded the steamer in 
the evening. But on the following morning Michhir was found to have 
ae, Chandra had by this time come to repent of her engagement and 
this was why she was weeping. Her distress attracted the sympathy of some of 
the passengers on board. At Narainganj, these passengers brought her case to 
the notice of Mr. Jack, the Assistant istrate at Dacca, who had occasion to 
visit the steamer, Mr. Jack sent the poor woman in charge of a constable with 
a letter to the Subdivisional Officer of Narainganj and further promised to 
write later on to the Subdivisional Officer at Rampur Hat and to the Deputy 
ommissioner of Cachar. 7 
a 17. A corespondent of the Daily Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February 
e writes from Rupganj in Narainganj in Dacca that 
A complaint. the local daffadars have forbidden the e 

of juice from the date-palm trees. The prohibition extends even to those 
people who possess only a single date-tree and who use its juice for personal 

consumption only and do not prepare gur out of it or sell it. 

18. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 6th 1 writes :— 
tha 


The Calcutta Police. | t Mr. B ignell, the 


5 


We are glad to notice 
Commissioner of the Calcutta Police, has departed 
from the old custom in the matter of the promotion of his subordinate police 
officers. Formerly many incompetent persons were promoted merely accord- 
ingly to seniority in the service. But in Mr. Bignell’s estimation quality of 
service is to count far more than mere length of service. He has recently made 
some promotions on this idea. We shall be glad now if supersession on this 
occasion were to act as an incentive to the superseded officers to he more 
attentive to their duties in the future. 

19. The Mahakali Patrtka [Calcutta] of the 4th February complains that 
the plays which are being staged on the boards 
of certain Calcutta theatres are distinctly in- 
jurious to the morals of society. Theatres can do great good to the community 
if model characters are chosen as the subjects for dramatic representation. 
But unfortunately it is only some disgraceful scenes full of obscene suggestions 
that are being put before the public in these theatres nowadays. _ 

20. A correspondent writes to the Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 4th 
February: 
I am informed on trustworthy authority 
that on the 9th Pous last, in village Futigachi in thana Panchla, one 
Boistab Charan Dolui at about 2 oOclock in the afternoon struck bis 
wife with a sharp weapon in three parts of her body, probably with 


Caleutta theatres. 


An assault case in Howrah. 


an intent to murder her. The cries of the woman attracted a crowd, 


Hrravakra, 
Feb sth, 1908. 


Hirwpt Banoavast, 
Feb. 6th, 1905. 


whereupon the assailant escaped. ‘The wounds were serious, but thanks 
to the prompt attentions of Doctor Babu Gosta Bihari Kar, her life 
has been saved. She is still under treatment. It is rumoured that on a 


previous occasiun Boistab Charan had sold his wife to a third party, but that 


she was afterwards rescued by her father. The local chaukidars are keeping 
this case from getting to the ears of the regular thana police. 
21. Referring to the 1 of 3 3 Rai of Nowadih in —5 
a alganj in Muza ur, the Hitavarta [Calcutta 
The Lalganj murder case, of the 5th 8 regrets that such 8 murder 
should have been committed within British territory and the culprit should 
have escaped punishment. If the Magistrate finds it difficult to discover 
the culprit, why does he not call on the police to find him? After more 
careful enquiries, the report of the Doctor who examined the dead body 
to show that the death was due to injuries received from beating. Why 
is no effort made to trace the guilty hand? Are the authorities unaware of the 
9 perpetrated by the European indigo and tea planters? It is to be 
the case will attract the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor of B 5 
22. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th February draws the 
ilies seen : attention of the Government to the desecration by 
temple in Sailana. ae 1 N a temple in the 
f : action o usalman sepoys- 
created a sensation among the Hindus of that State. a | 25 
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23. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir (Mymensingh] of the 31st 


: January writes: 
The Pingna Mun-iß in Mymen- =~ Certain statements were made by a oorres- 


singh. 


| pondent in a previous issue of this paper in favour 
of the retention of the Pingna Munsifi, the abolition of which has been 
roposed, [Noticed in paragraph 32 of the Report on Native Papers in 
Bengal for the week ending the 28th January 1905.].-I wish in reply to 


adduce the following facts and arguments in favour of the proposed 


al 


abolition :-— N 

( 1 The number of suits at Pingna is too small and does not occupy the 
Munsif for more than two or three hours every day. ae 

(2) Most of the suits are ez parte. The few that gre contested are very 
easy, and do not involve any serious point of law. 

(3) The partition of Mymensingh may or may not take place, and if it 
does take place, mav take place any length of time hence. Is it right that 
pending such a contingency, Government should keep up an officer on full 
pay, but with half the usual work? oe 

(4) Pingna is distant from J N station by only five miles. 
For the persons who can come to Pingna, the additional five miles to Jagan- 
nathganj cannot mean a serious inconvenience, and from Jagannathganj 
there is an easy railway journey to Jamalpur. The fare is only 4} annas. 
Further, the railway will propa soon be extended to Pingna. 


5) The near presence of a Court acts as an inducement for the institution 


of false cases. 


(6) The maintenance of a chowki at a place where there are no other 


important Government offices is a great inconvenience. There is a standing 
circular in favour of amalgamating such csowkts with subdivisional charges 
and this is the practice usually adopted. : esi 

(7) The local Nazarat is 8 irom retaining custody when the 
funds in deposit with it exceed Rs. 500. In such cases the money has to be 
transmitted under police escort to the Jamalpur treasury. As there is no 
police-station at Pingna, escorts have to be requisitioned from Gopalpur 
station, 10 miles distant, or Sarisabari outpost, eight miles off. There is 
thus great delay in the supply of these escorts and the money all the while 
remains at Pingna. But the cutcherry-house at Pingna is made of straw 
roofs and mat walls. The cost of such transmissions may be avoided by 
abolishing the Munsifi. | 5 

(8) fe money is deposited at Pingna, the parties are not entitled to 
receive it until the receipt of advices from Jamalpur. This means an un- 
necessary delay to the parties. 5 5 
(09) Sometimes it happens that the Pingna Nazarat is without funds, and 
issues cheques on the Jamalpur treasury. This also ineans inconvenienoe and 
expense to parties. | 


(10) The Munsif, vakils, and amla ef the Pingna Court live beyond the 


reach of expert medical assistance ; they have to trust their lives toa “native 
doctor“ from the Campbell Medical School, 

(11) The Munsif at Pingna suffers a good many inconveniences owing to 
ni fact that he has not the society of any man of equal position in the place 
o mix in. 


(12) The local dispensary is in a bad state, no good medicine being 


available from it. 
(4 Sago, barley and other things of that kind are not available. 
(14) The local school is on its fast legs; its funds are decreasin 
soon the local public of the bhadralog class will have no school to ed 
their children in. 15 1 


(15) In case of any difference of feeling arising between the presiding 


officer of the Court at Pingna and the vakils practising in it, the va 
ars compelled to remain in constant awe of the Munsif, for he can insult and 


injure em in many ways. There is no risk of such insult and injury in a 


ubdivisional town, 


« 


(18) Pingna is a very small village, where party - feelings are very rife. 
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Feb. lst 1906, 
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(17) The proposed abolition will mean a convenience to the Government 
in many ways, and no inconvenience to the public either. nen 
94. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Ist February is informed that the High Court has 
The Khulna Forest Act cases. chlled for the records of the Khulna Forest Act 
cases, which have been the subject of public agitation for some time past. 
Most probably the High Court was moved by the Bengal Government in 
the matter. | 
l 25. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the let February 
„ complains that the present Judge of that district 
Allegations against 2 District po, to make himself unpopular among the 
— local public by his whimsical acts. It is alleged, 
for instance, that recentiy the ladies of a respectable family of village 
Choan were being carried in a palli across the compound of the Judge’s Court. 
The monotonous drone which the palkit bearers were, as usual, uttering 
so much irritated the Judge that he sent two chaprasis to stop the alle, hat 
the bearers brought up in his presence, and severely reprimanded them, 
threatening them with prosecution if they repeated their offence. A sevond 
instance of a similar nature occurred on another occasion, when the driver 
of a bullock-cart was kept in custody in the court-room from 1 to 5 P. xu. 
because his cart, while proceeding along the public road, had made a harsh | 
crunching noise. A third case again is reported, where a person was 
heard coughing in the verandah in front of the Judge’s las. The Judge in 
this case is said to have ordered his chaprasi to drive this person away to a 
distance of a mile from the Court premises. 
26. The Krishnagar (Krishnagar | of the lst February notices the follow- 
ing complaints against the Land Acquisition Deputy 
Allegation against the Land Collector of Nadia: | 5 
— weeny Comenter of (1) Valuable fruit trees growing in carefally 
) planted orchards are, when com: 
pensation is awarded, being treated merely as so much 
timber. : : 
(2) In some cases lands growing aman crops have been treated by the 
Deputy Babu as growing aus crops, on the strength of informa- 
tion supplied by enemies, and compensation awarded accordingly. 
(3) Recently the brick-field through which the railway line was 
projected to pass was found to contain broken pieces of brick and 
other clearings sticking to the ground. The owner was served 
with a notice by the Deputy Babu calling upon him to scrape the 
earth thoroughly clean within the short space of 24 hours. 


27. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the ist. February, in noticing the gradual 
increase in the number of civil suits in Bengal 
in year after year, remarks tbat this increase means 

a corresponding increase in the profits of Govern- 
ment. Now-a-days a Munsif’s Court is rarely to be found which does not yield 
a clear sum of Rs. 15,000 to Rs 20,000 a year into the Government treasury 
after deducting all working expenses. In view of this increased revenue, the 
following points are suggested for the favourable notice of Government :—(1) 
increased pay for the overworked Court amla; (2) reduction of the 
court-fees ; (3) special remuneration tothe sharistadars for their work as Affidavit 
Commissioners. 

28. Referring to the Say ime for he establishment of a Distriet 4 * 

3 in Calcutta, the Sandhya Calcutta] of the 2n 

1 8 District Court February remarks that the creation of such a Court 


2 _ will be welcomed by the poorer section of the 
citizens of Calcutta. The objections taken to this proposal. by the European 


mercantile community can all be proved unfounded. If the Government were 
to consult the general public they would find the majority supporting them. 
There are many European business-houses situated in the suburbs of Calcutta 
outside the limits of the Original jurisdiction of the High Court. Suits affect- 


Suggested improvements 
Civil Courts in Bengal. 


ing these houses are disposed of by the District Court at Alipur. There 


has been no complaint of anybody failin justi is Court. There 
iplaint of anybody failing to get justice at this Court. There 
is no reason therefore why a similar Court, presided over by a similar officer, 


(W) 


should fail simply because it would happen to be situated: within the limits of 
Calcutta. As regards the feare which are expressed that such a court would 
not possess the same independence of executive control as the High Courts, 
two things might be said—(1) that the number of civil suits in which 
Government appears as a party is very few; and (2) that since the Pennell 
case the independence of the High Court itself has come to be suspected by the 
lic. | 
™ 29. The Hitavads [Calcutta], of the 3rd February draws the attention of 
. the Lieutenant-Governor to the case in which one 
An alleged case of culpable Jhari Ray, an inhabitant of Namedi village under 
— - the Lalganj thana in the Muzaffarpur dtstrict, was 
alleged to have died, in hospital, from the effects of a severe beating by three 
servants of Mr. Gordon, of the Singhia indigo plantation, and two other men, 
and which has been dismissed. i the Magistrate who tried it. 
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90. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 5th February says that report dan Hrravanr, 
has been received from Midnapore of the death of a * 5th, 1006. 
A shooting case from Midas- native at the hands of a European. The facts appear 
3 to be as follow: — The son of Mr. Wood, Assistant 
Manager of the Nayagram estate of the Nawab of Murshidabad, went out 
shooting accompanied by a friend. They both carried loaded firearms. A 
bullet from the gun which the friend of young Wood’s carried struck a syce and. 
killed him. The case on coming to Court was disposed of by the accused 
being fined Rs, 150, of which Rs. 100 was to be paid to the. widow of the 
deceased as compensation.. 
31. Referring to the allegation made against an Honorary Magistrate of Dany Hrravanr, 
Goalundo 2 in paragraph 30 of the Report d. 4th, 1906. 
on Native Papers in Bengal. for the week ending 
the 28th January 1905], a correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 
4th February points out that the case of Kala Chand Bhuinmali versus Guru 
Churn Kundu. took place in 1889, long before this gentleman in question was 
made Honorary Magistrate. It is further maintained that the assertion about 
Kala Chand's being present at Court on the day when he was certified to be 
seriously ill is false; and further that even if it be admitted that he was 
present, that does not necessarily show that he was not ill. About the allega- 
tion that he was threatened with prosecution, but was let off on making an 
apology; it is claimed that in such cases if the Magistrate was really guilty the 
law could not be satisfied with a mere apology, and further that the Munsif 
who tried the case under review (Atal Babu} was notorious throughout the 
place as a whimsical cracked-headed” man, Lastly, it is asserted that in the 
month of Bhadra last all the local gentry pointed out this Honorary Magistrate 
as their leading member in the presence of the Subdivisional Officer when the. 
latter officer visited the place in the course of his tour. 
42.. The Bharat Mitra [ Calcutta] of the 4th February has the following :—- Baur Mm.. 
32 The manner in which the Madras High Court. . 4, 1906. 
rang judgment in the Tripati decided the Tripati Temple case is something: 
unique. The high priests of Hindu and other 
communities ought to be alarmed by this decision. But they are entirely 
powerless and cun do nothing. Mr. Ananda Charlu wanted a law from: the 
Government for the management and control of the temple estates, but he was 
unsuccessful. The people of Madras have, however, secured a judgment from. 
the local High Court to gain their own ends, Although the judgment. looks all: 
very well, it is not at all good that the control of the property should have 


passed to the District Judge. There are few people who can make a fair use“ 
of other men's. property. 


A contradiction. 


3 


(d)—Education. 


33. The: Bartsal Hitaishi: (Barisal) of the 25th January, in reviewing a Bassa Halen, 
. : book named “ Sangraha Kusum” compiled by , 1% 
ber in an. approved text. Iswar Chandra Chatterji, and a by the 
< Central ‘Text-book Committee (vide Cauleutia Gazette, 
January 27th, 1903), notices a large number of printers’ errors, as well as certain 
cases of defect in languages which, are alleged to be noticeable in this work. 
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Dacca Gaserrs, § = ca Gazette [Dacca] of the 30th January writes:— 
Jan. 8th, 1906. | ae 12 a glad to hear that His Excellency the 
Professor Herinath De. Chancellor has nominated Mr. Harinath De, the 
late eminent Professor of the Dacca College, to be an ordinary Fellow of the 
Calcutta University. There is no doubt that in this case honour has been 
done to a deserving man. 
Sawsrvan 5 aufivan [Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes :— 
| eee E eae The teaching of English was abolished from 
Revision of the syllabus for the lower classes of Entrance schools Mr. Pedler 
the lower classes of Entrance hag now come to see, in part at least, his mistake, 
* He has recently issued fresh orders that English is 
henceforth to be taught in Standard III also. We trust Mr. Pedler will give 
further proof of wisdom by withdrawing the order whereby the same books 
are being taught in the lower classes of Entrance schools as in the pathsalas, 
Samstvast. 36. Referring to the proceedings of the meeting of the Calcutta University 
Senate which was held on the 27th January last, 
Mr. Pedler as Vice-Chancel- when Sir Gurudas Banerji's motion about the 
lor of the Oeleutts University, = vulidity of the election of the Provisional Syndicate 
was debated, the same paper remarks :-— ) 
Mr. Vice-Chancellor Pedler has now been well caught. It has now been 
made plain that he is not fit for the Vice-Chancellor’s chair. When Mr. Justice 
Pargiter’s amendment was being discussed, Babu Surendra Nath Banerji asked 
permission to proposea further amendment. On this, the Vice-Chancellor 
expressed the opinion that until the amendment already before the meeting 
had been disposed of, he could not permit any fresh amendment to be moved. 
A man who knows nothing about the rules governing the proceedings of a 
debate is now the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. Later on when 
it was found that Mr. Justice Pargiter’s amendment had been accepted by 36 
votes against 22, and when thereupon Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji asked for 
a poll, the Vice-Chancellor 1 that the taking of a poll was against the past 
usage of the University. Evidently, according to the Vice-Chancellor, the 
practice of the Calcutta University in this respect is to differ from the practice 
of every other civilised assemb * in the world. After Mr. Justice Pargiter’s 
amendment had been carried, the Vice-Chancellor proposed the adjournment of 
the meeting for a week, a motion which was carried unanimously. Let Lord 
Curzon now pause and think what a worthy man he has selected for the office 
of Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University. 


nr 37. Referring to the recent impasse in connection with the Bombay and 
Fob, 8rd, 1006. Calcutta Universities, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 


The recent impasse in connec- Februar ais 
tion with the Bombay and Calcutta 3rd Fe ary remarks 


Watversition Let us wait and see what the decision of the 

Bombay High Court is. But our impression is 
| that the authorities, once that they have adopted a course of action, will stick 
1 to it for good or for evil. Their desire is to restrict high education, i. s., 
4 English education, and even mass education in the country, so that the native 
nigger” may again go back to the darkness from which he was being rescued. 
Such being the case, all self-respecting and independent-minded members of 
the Senate should cut off their connection with the University, and interest 
themselves in spreading education among their countrymen in strict independ- 


ence of all official connections. This is the only course we should: counsel 
them to take. | 


(e)—Local Self-Government and M unicipal Administration. 


nes bat 38. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar | 22 of the $rd Febru 
Feb. ard, 1906. 3 or the 
The Debbatta Municipality in has been pu 


writes 
last few months, the Howrah Hitais li 
3 4 fle . series 7 articles dealing = 
ae ged 1 ities and oppressions of the 
Came 2 Vice-Chairman of the Debhatta Municipality in Satkbira in 

ulna. . hey certainly disclose a moving story. We also have been really 
sorry to hear on trustworthy authority of the accounts of the doings of the 
23 youthful Commissioners of this Municipality. Our impression 
is that these disgraceful displays will all cease if a y of older men are 
elected as Commissioners on the next occasion. at 7 5 ye 


. 
8 
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( f )}— Questions affecting the land. 
39. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 4th February’ says that His Honour 
- ~~ the Lieutenant-Governor should use his influence 
The Darbhangs and Bhowsl in having the Darbhanga Raj estate and the 
* es Bhowal Raj estate cases amicably settled without 
resort to the law courts. ro 1353 


(9)—Raslways and communications, inc lu ling canals and irrigation. 


40. Referring to the fast passenger service, between Calcutta and Delhi, 
+ between Caleta from April next, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
Ann 41h February says that it is entirely due to Lard 


- Curzon that the Railway authorities are "tel 


their attention to the comforts of the third-class passengers, Itis to be ho 
that the same authorities will make some suitable arrangements to prevent over- 
crowding in the trains as well as pressure at the time of purchasing tickets. 
41. A correspondent writing to the Daily Hitavads {Calcutta} of the 4th 
_ February says that on the 17th January last, one 
1 station, Kast Indian Babu Santosh Kumar Chatterjee was travelling by 
oe the 33 up train on the East Indian Railway. He 
was booked for Mankunda, a station still without aplatform. In attempting to 
alight, his feet came across a piece of brick which was lying on the spot, and 
he sprained his ankle, and fell on the ground with a shock which left him 
insensible for about 20 minutes. He was bedridden for about 13 or 14 days 
after this accident, and the doctors are of opinion that he was suffering from 
congestion of the brain. | | 
It is pointed out that Mankunda station was opened about twelve years 
ago, and has since then been waiting for a raised platform. The public have 
repeatedly petitioned on this subject, but as yet without avail, Stations like 
Chinsura, Rishra and Belur, which have been all opened later than Mankunda, 
are provided with proper platforms. And yet Mankunda has better claims, 
since it attracts a large crowd of visitors to a local méla every year during 
the Aash festival. ea 
42. The Bharat Miira [Calcutta] of the 4th February thanks Sir Andrew 
Fraser for the promptness he has shown in taking 


notice of the case in which an outrage was com- 
mitted on Hari Priya Dasi on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 


A female outrage case 


43. The-Dasly Hitavadi (Calcutta, of the Sth February reports the 


ao following case which is alleged to have occurred 

Zen tale Relea on the on the No. 19 up Loop train on the East Indian 
i Railway on the 3rd February last. It appears that 

a man secreted himself in the latrine attached to the third-class conpartment 
reserved for females before the train left Howrah in the evening. The occupants 
of this compartment on the present occasion were only one female and a little 
girl. After the train had left the platform, the man got out of his hiding-place 
and attempted to snatch away a pair of gold bangles which the female had on her 
wrists. The man meeting with more opposition than he expected left the 
carriage with the train still in motion, without succeeding in any way in his 
attempt at robbery. The cries which the female had raised in the course of 
her scuffle with her assailant did not succeed in arresting attention, as the 
train was in full motion, and the sounds were consequently deadened. It was 
— 3 the first halting station after Howrah, that the fats came to 
ght. PS 
To prevent all risk of the repetition of accidents like these the following 
suggestions are offered for consideration:—(1) A female ticket-collector 
should be stationed at Howrah and other large stations in front of each female 
compartment to check the tickets of female passengers, and to warn off all 
males who may attempt to enter it. (2) Some arrangement might be made 
for communication between the guard’s van and the female compartments 
while the train is in motion. (3) A third way would be to give up the 
present system of having separate iages reserved for females and instead 


to substitute composite carriages, with alternate compartments reserved for 
males and for females respectively, on the 
way. 


Hara Yoo, — 


Baar Mrraa, 
Feb. 4th, 1906, 


Dar Havant, 
Feb. 4th, 1905. 


Basrat Mrrua, 
Feb, 4th, 1008. 


Dar Hrtavapdi, 
Feb. Sth, 1906. 


lines adopted by the Bengal-Nagpur 
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(A) General. 


Mapnu Rannuav, inuing on the subject of the proposed partition of Midnapore, 
ee | 224 in paragrep’ 82 of the Report on 1 
; The proposed partition of Mid- Papers in Bengal for the week ending the 4th 
poe died Feobruary 1905), the Medini Bandhav ¶Midnapore) of 
the lst February expresses the opinion that. in view of the difficulties of 
communication between Tamluk and Conta, the proposed inclusion of the 
Tamluk subdivision in the new Contai district will prove an unmitigated evil 
to the public of Tamlak. It is asserted that there are two routes now batween 
the two places—one by water, the other on land. The water route vid Khali 
and the Coast Canal would occupy from 40 to 50 hours As the crossing of 
the Haldi and Rasulpur streams would * r on the presence of a flood · de, 
the time of departure of the steamer from Tamluk will ha ve to every day, 
or worse still, the steamer will have to wait at the lock-gates. Furning next 
to the land route, the road between these two towns is some 40 miles long, of 
which 20 miles (the portion of it between the Haldi and Rasulpur streams) is 
unmetalled and during the rains almost impracticable for traffic. Further, 
there is the Haldi to be ferried over, an operation which during the rains 
often takes days together. Aguinst all these difficulties of the route between 
Tamluk and Contai, it is pointed out that the journey between Tamluk and 
Midnapore since the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur line occupies some six 
hours and even before the opening of that line could be accomplished in not 
more than 10 hours. | 


gauvuta, - 45. The Sandhya Cole of the 2nd February writes:— 
Feb. 2nd, 1906. ‘or about a year now, the offices of. the 
Calcutta Customs House are being kept open from 
the hours of 9 A. M. to 6 P. u., instead of as formerly from the hours of 10-30 
A. M. to 4-30 p.m. This change was introduced for the convenience of. the 
mercantile community for whose benefit the clearance department is being 
kept open without the levy of any fees from 9 a.m. to 6 P.M. The authorities 
should therefore consider the advisability of giving extra remuneration to the 
employés for the extra hours of work imposed by the new arrangement, 
eee 46. Referring to the recent informal conference between Mr. J. P. 
safes ak Hewett and certain representatives of the Marwari 
* out ee pert and Bengali commercial communities at the rooms 
mercantile community. ok the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Sanjivani 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd February remarks:— 
If high officials consent to meet representatives of the country and thereby 
get to know of their wants and inconveniences,. both the rulers. and the | 
are likely to be gainers. But so long as the trading interests of England 
continue antagonistic to Indian arts and industries, the Indian Government 
will not be able to contribute independently and materially to the improve- 
ment of Indian industries, So it is doubtful whether the creation. of this: new 
Deren of the Government of India will do any real good to the native 
industries a 15 
bares, 47. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 5th February learns that the Hon ble 
W 4 Mr. Hewett attended a meeting of the native 
ative mothe et merchants held in the rooms of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce and discussed with them many 
important questions connected with trade, and says that it would give general 
satisfaction if Government would consult native merchants in matters 
connected with their interest. : 


The Calcutta Customs House. 


Sannvani, 48. Referring to the interpellation on the subject of the Provincial: aad 
W _ Subordinate Civil Services in the Bengal Legis- 
due enaminations. lative Council at the meeting of that body held on 


. the 28th January last, and to the replies given 
thereto by the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the znd 
F ebruary remarks :— | . | | 


If Government had. given plain and satisfactory replies. to, 3 questions 


t, and had thereby convinced us that in reality the competitive examinations 
had been proved usaless,,all grounds of public dissatisfaction, would have been 


removed, We should have known thst our protests. and fears were groundless 
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and we should have been silenced. But Government has not succeeded in 
giving straight replies to the questions put. © 
It we ask Mr. Carlyle to state his reasons for the opinion he hus expressed 
that success in the University is a better test of general ability: than success 
in a special competitive examination,” che reply we shall probably get is that 
discussion on this point is unnecessary. Government wishes to appoint 
Deputy Magistrates in future on the results of the University examinations. 
Very well, let it be so, Let all appointments depend on the University results, 
the Divisional Commissioners need not be entrusted with the selection. Will 
Government name Deputy Magistrates on this plan in future? ) 1 
49. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 30th January publishes a letter 
| : from Babu Guru Ganga Aich Chowdhury on the 

The partition question. partition question, with the following editorial 
comment on it 6 

With many of the opinions expressed by Guru Ganga Babu we have 
absolutely no sympathy. We did not dream that a man of his experience 
should view this important question in this light. 

It is said that there is a section of the Chittagong public who 
strongly objected to the partition proposals as originally announced; but 
who, now that a few crumbs in the shape of a e Legislative Council and 
High Court have been conceded, are completely deluded by these specious gifts, 
— have become eager supporters of the partition scheme. 

Guru Ganga Babu interprets the absence of agitation at the 
present moment as indicating acquiascence, on the principle that silence 
means consent. But we consider this a terribly mistaken idea. Will 
anybody, who knows the facts, deny that a silent protest is being made 
in every hearth and home? Who then can explain the absence of outspoken 
protest ? It is merely the lull before the storm. It is our firm belief that as 
soon as the intentions of Government are definitely announced, a storm of 
agitation will sweep over the entire face of the country. _ 

The letter, above referred to, is given below:—Sir Henry Cotton, at the 
late Town Hall speech in Calcutta, gave his opinion adverse to the partition. 
But he does not appear to have said anything material to show how the 
interests of the Bengali race will be injuriously affected by the — x pe 
the Government under which they live. He has attempted to dissuade Lord 
Curzon from His Excellency’s idea of partitioning Bengal simply bY a trick of. 


words; and the people of this province will be greatly surprised as well as 


sorry to see His ery led away by such influence from his path of duty in 


this connection. One of the points which Sir H. Cotton made much of was the 
incongruity of Lord Curzon being at one time an opponent of a policy of 
disruption in the case of the United Kingdom anda supporter of a similar 
ae | when applied to Bengal. : 
ut this argument seems to me to betray a complete lack of thoughtfulness. 
Every educated man knows that Great Britain and Ireland are ruled by 
different Governors, and that this separation between the two islands is a fact 
of long standing. It was therefore not a separation of Government in this 
sense that the Irish demanded. What they demanded was complete indepen. 
dence of all control by England like that enjoyed by Australia and Canada. 
It was the grant of such independence that Lord Curzon opposed. And if we 
Indians put forth a claim for a similar measure of independence, we shall have 
to reckon with the opposition not of Lord Curzon alone, but also of the very 
Sir H. Cotton who is now pring. Spas as a great man by the sensation- 
loving section of the community. The English-educated section of the Indian 
public are ignorant of the actual condition of the country, and may therefore 
not know the real Sir Henry Cotton. But we, who know him as the author of 
the existing chaukidari-duffadari system, do so very well. By framing the 
Bengal Tenancy Bill, Lord Ripon has brought about the ruin. of the weak. 
zamindars of Bengal. The strong tenants, taking advantage of all sorts of legal 
flaws, refuse to pay any rent at all to such zamindars as are known to be too 
rto bear the expense of litigation, This is the respective position of 
anqlord and tenant in Bengal which Lord Ripon was responsible for creating. 
But contrast’ the landlord and tenant on the Irish estates of the same Lord 
Ripon. Does anybody who knows anything of the condition of the Irish 
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estates of English landlords generally, require to be told that to tenants on these 
estates failure to pay rent means absolute ruin? ! 

In truth, none of the arguments used by Sir H. Cotton appear to indicate 
thoughtfulness or experience on his part. He has said almost the very same 
thine which I said in the Dacca Prakas about eight years ago, when the pro. 

of placing East Bengal under the Chief Commissioner of Assam was 
mooted, Bat the pee of placing East Bengal under the Chief Com- 
missioner of Assam and the proposal to endow East Bengal with a separate 

Government with a Legislative Council, and with its capital at Dacca, are two 
widely different things. 2 wer 8 

Although sensation-mongers who are ambitious of earning a cheap 
notoriety have not yet withdrawn their objections, still, it appears that since 

I wrote to the Dacca Gaeette pointing out the great advantages which would 
accrue to East Bengal from the proposed change, no protest has come against 
my letter either from any public meeting or from any private person of 
eminence. For those who have not read that letter, it may not be impossible 
still to agitate against the partition, but for such of the East Bengal public as 
really desire to benefit their country, it is impossible to take exception to the 
proposal of founding a separate Government at Dacca, Last year when the 
proposal was made to transfer East Bengal to the control of the Chief 
Commissioner of Assam, a storm of protest which extended to the humblest 
villages swept over the entire country. This year, when Lord Curzon returned 
to take charge of the Government, a report was received that he had, when on 
leave in England, obtained the assent of the India Office to the scheme of 
founding a separate Government in East Bengal. And yet in spite of this 
report, no meetings of protest are noticeable. Does not this indicate that the 
people of East Bengal have come to be convinced of the advantages of the 
proposal? Otherwise surely they would have made a great stir over this report. 

In truth, Government should not be deceived by the representations of the 
class of inconsiderate, sensation-loving men whom it has created through its 
gift of English education. It is my prayer that they should stick to their idea 
of creating a separate Government. It is dread of the influence which the 
Government has in many ways conferred on this English-educated section of the 
public, which prevents the masses from approaching Government with a real 
statement of their feelings and ideas, The fact is that the people at large have 
no sympathy with this section of the community. It is therefore their humble 
request that Government. should not swerve from its path of duty on this 
occasion by any dread of any agitation which they might get up. 

50. The Sanjivans [ Caleutta | of the 2nd February writes:— 

| Report. has-been received from England that. 
no proposals. about the partition of Bengal have 
yet been received at the India Office. So let the minority who have come to 
ook upon further agitation as hopeless, take heart and set to work with 

renewed energy.. 8 
_ We ask our readers to accept and believe this report without the least 
hesitation. We ask them to unite with those who have again entered on the 
agitation on this question with unabated zeal. Without agitation both in 
— and in India, the Bengali nation cannot be saved from impending 
_ If lakhs of people send in a closely-reasoned petition to Lord Curzon we 
believe that even His Excellency will be compelled to abandon the present 


The partition question. | 


East Bengal has set an example of how properly to agitate. This time 
1 alone, but North and West Bengal also will unite in agitation, 
for if East and North Bengal goes, what importance will be left to West 
Bengal? A comparison of the census figures shows that if the proposed 
redistribution of territories is carried out while 2, 06, 42, 397 lis will be 
transferred to the new province, only 1,72,33,104 Bengalis will be left to the 


speaking people in the province of Bengal. For in the old province, against 
t © interests of the 1,72, 33, 104 Bengalis, there shall be pitted. the 2 of 
os 4,42,£1,305 Biharis. Justice demands that the interests of the majority 


be given priority to thove of the minority. That would mean. that 


is would henceforth enjoy the larger share of the public posts, and thet the 
— diate will be floo . with Behari Munsifs and Deputy Magistrates. 
Would not that mean a decrease of the influence of the race?. | 


51. The Sandhya [ Calcutta] of the 3rd. February says that the Bengalas 
pant has learnt from a trustworthy, souree 


The partition question. that no definite proposal for the partition of 


Bengal has yet reached the Secretary of State. If this be true, there is yet | 


hope for Bengal. But the people of Bengal should not sit quiet. The sooner 
8 can convince the. English authorities of the mischievousness and unreason- 
ableness of the proposal, the better will it be for them. The motive of the 
Government of India cannot be good, or they would not go to work ‘so 
secretly. The Lion may be sleeping now; but the people of Bengal should 
keep themselves. prepared to meet it when it awakes. sia a ee 
52. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th February quotes with 
approval the remark of the Pioneer that the Govern- 
ment should not ignore public opinion nor should 
it conceal its proceedings in connection with the question regarding the 
territorial redistribution of Bengal. 1 
53. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February thanks the Director- 
General of the Post Office for the proposal to 
reduce the registration fee of letters from two 
annas to one anna, and suggests the following further reforms:— 
1) Introduction of ; pice post- cards. 
8 Introduction of 3 pice postage stamps for newspapers not exceeding 
23 tolas in weight. 
(3) Making 5 tolas the maximun weight of a newspaper for which one 
pice postage stamp is chargeable. _ | | 
» (4) Charging 3 anna postage for letters of more than 3 tola in weight. 
54. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 5th February is glad to hear that the 
Postal Department is going to reduce the regis- 
tration fee from two annas to one anna and 
anxiously awaits to see the introduction of 3 pice. 
post-cards and the charges for newspapers weighing 25 tolas reduced to 4 pice 
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Proposed postal reforms. 


Reduction of the registration 
fees by the Postal Department. 


Hinpt Bangavast, 
Feb. 6th, 1906. 


Hrvavasta, 
Feb: Sth, 1906. 


55. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 3rd February notices the Mmm-o-Sopmaxas, 


following allegation regarding the annual mla or 
fair in the Bhola subdivision in Backergunge. It is 
asserted that the mé/a is this year to be held on a much grander scale than usual, 
as it synchronises with the departure of the local Subdivisional Officer from the 
place. Some four or five thousand rupees are to be collected for this purpose, 
and the local well-to-do Musalman zamindars are to be made to contribute the 
whole of this sum, except such part of it as may be made up from the proceeds 
of the brisk gambling of which the môla is the occasion. Although contribution 
to such an object is disapproved by the tenets of their faith, the local Musalman 
zamindars have no option, for if they fail to contribute they are sure to offend 
the Deputy: Magistrate. . 
56. A correspondent of the Day Hitavadi 2 of the ard February, 
i i writing from Rupganj in inganj in Dacca,. 
— against stamp; complains about the oppressions of the local stamp - 
f N vendors. It is alleged that stamps of the value of 
2 annas are sold at 2 annas 1 pice, those of 4 annas at 4 annas 2 pice, those; of: 
8 anuas at 9 annas, and those of a rupee at 1 rupee 2 annas. Special mention is: 
made of the cases of the stamp-vendors of the villages of Murapara, Baliapara, 


Horgao, Duptara, Balsi, etc. 


A méla in Backergunge. 


Feb. 8rd, 1906, 


Daur Hrtavabt. 
Feb. 3rd 1905. 


57. The Howrah Hitaisht [ Howrah } of the 4th F ebruary complai that Howkan H1raisHl, 


the public are atly inconvenienced by the 
The Howrah. Nn One sale arra ie 15 the Howrah Post Office, 
whereby both the Parcel and istration Departments of that office are managed 
by one person. It is suggested that from 7 a.m to 4 P. M., two persons instead 
of one should be detailed for these two different branches of w ie 
58. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th February ap er why the: 


: 1 5 ,.. Stringency of the Arms Act is being 
1 ° * 2 ; * 
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rulers and the ruled? Nowadays it has become 


Feb. 4th, 1906. 


Datty Hwa vat, 
Feb. 4th, 1906, 
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HNAVARTA, 
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BRHARAT Mrrna, 
Feb, 4th, 1905. 


Hop Bancavati 
Feb 6th, 1906. 


Dar Hava, 
Feb. 6th, 1906. 
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uite difficult for anybody to get a gun-license, In some cases even if a person 
* reg 33 after inquiry by the District Superintendent of 
Police, the Magistrate refuses to accept the recommendation. Of course, the 
reasons for such refusals are never communicated to the person who 1 for 
the license. Then, again, persons who have been fortunate enough to get a 
license this year are deprived of their license at the time of their renewal, 
without any rhyme or reason. There is no proof that they abused the license. 
With the license, the gun also is forfeited, without any payment in compensation. 
The Magistrates of Hooghly and Howrah are reported to have earned a 
specially evil repute in this connection. 

It appears from official statistics that the number of lives both of men 
and of cattle destroyed by the ravages of wild beasts is larger in 1903 than 
in 1902, Under such circumstances it is the bounden duty of every sympathis- 
ing official to assist the public to protect themselves and their cattle. And 
this can be done only by a more generous issue of gun-licenses than now. 


59. With reference to the appointment of the Chief Judge of the Chief 
Court of Burma to be the Lieutenant-Governor of 
The Lieutenant-Governorship of that Province, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 
Barma. ‘ ‘ 
4th February observes that the appointment is likel 
to be prejudicial to judicial independence. When a high judicial officer wi 
have the prospect of being some day in the future appointed as the head 
of an administration he will never administer justice so independently as now. 
If a Chief Judge looks up to the Executive Government for official favour 
he will not be inclined to check the vagaries and oppressions of executive officers 
of Government. Lord Curzon intends to establish Nawab’s rule in India. He 
does not like to give India any kind of freedom. 


60. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 5th February thanks the Government 


33 for its new Pension Rules for officers who have 
eirilanis. do retire before their term on account of ill- 


health. 


_ Referring to the same question, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th 
February observes:—Government have in their anxiety to afford relief to 
their civilian officers already enjoying fat salaries issued these rules. What 
other country than India can therefore be better for civilians ? 


61. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] Page 6th February hopes that 7. 

a i unishment which the Deputy Commissioner o 
E 1285 5 n alatu has inflicted upon the Chinese who raided 
a village in the Lushai Hills within British territory will bring them to their 
senses. 


62. A correspondent, = to the Daily Hitavadi 22 of the 6th 
ebruary, writes in praise of Mr. Lea, the Collec- 

met, tan, Coloma ct Puram, . Purnea, 4 conduct in connection with 
the late Rolt case is now under u by a Government Commission. It is 
asserted that the entire Purnea public will unhesitatingly deny as being quite 
without foundation the allegations which have been made in the Press about 
the character of Mr. Lea. Civilians possessing amiability, sense of justice, 
and benevolence equal to Mr. Lea’s are rarely found. He treats native gentle- 
ihe greatest respect. Not to speak of high-placed Europeans, even 
native zamindars are allowed the honour of a chair in his eas. A complaint 
even from the pettiest cultivator is sure of a personal inquiry from bim. 


III.—LIGIsLATIOx. 


68. Referring to the — given by Government to the question on 

Tortie te? Foss e subject of landlords’ fees, put in the Bengal 
oe Legislative Council on the 7th anuary last by the 
Hon’ble Babu A. C. Mozumdar, the Barisal Hitaisli (Barisal) of the 25th 
January remarks:— 


This is plain speaking: lakhs of rupees have come into the Government. 
_ treasury through a legal quibble, and once they have come in, it is no eas 
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matter to get them out. But we wish to understand clearly what the intention 
of Government is. mys 3 
64. The Sanpivani [Calcutta] of the 2nd February advocates the necessity 
ol legislation for the prohibition of cigarette-smoking 
by juveniles in this country on the lines recently 
adopted in South Australia. : 
65. The Miéhir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 8rd February, in noticing a 
: recent piece of legislation in Australia making 
cigarette-smoking by juveniles a penal offence, 
advocates the need of similar legislation in this country, and appeals to 
Government to this effect. : 


Cigarette-smoking by juveniles. 
Cigarette- smoking by juveniles. 


IV.—Native STATES. 


66. The Pratikar [Berhampore] of the 3rd February, referring to the 

recent visits of some Native Princes to Calcutta, 
remarks that nobody knows the reason for this 
constant succession of visits by different Princes. Some people believe that 
the Princes are being invited to contribute tothe defence of India, and that 
this is the explanation of their visits. It is suggested that it seems desirable 
that there should be a distinct offcial declaration on this subject. 

67. Referring to the deposition of the Nawab of Banguapali in Madras, 
. the Hitavar ta Calcutta] of the 5th February is 
manele baition of ine Sawa) of sorry that Lord Ampthill should have taken this 

odium on himself on the eve of his departure from 
India. The Native Chiefs are entirely at the mercy of the Government like so 
many sheep and goats. There is none to prevent the Government from 3 
with them in any way that pleases it. One who knows the fable of the wo 
and the lamb can alone realize the real situation. | 

68. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 6th February is glad to hear 

that the present Gaekwar of Baroda has abolished 


Meas exempted from cattle- the cattle-tax which was in force in his State 


The Native Princes at Calcutta. 


ought to follow this example. 


~ VI.—MIscELLANE OUS. 


69. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd February says 
ö that towards the end of the month of Falgoon next 
e Bitarem festive". a festival will be held at Muhammad pur in Jessore 
in honour of Raja Sitaram, a bistorio character in that part of the country. 
It is hoped that every true son of Bengal will join the movement. The 
programme of festivities includes pujas, meetings, speeches, races, acrobatic 
feats, wrestling, etc. . 
70. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th February is glad to learn that 
= Her Excellency Lady Curzon is returning to India 
o return of Lady Curzon. with her dau ghters. : 
71. In describing the effect of the cold of the last few days which told 
severely upon the health of the poor people of 
at a, intense cold of the week Calcutta, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 4th 
ta. ide ; bee ay 
February remarks with grief that in this great 
capital of India there are many people who spend their nights by the stove of 
sweetmeat-makers and under the open sky. These have suffered terribly from 
the chill of the last few days. 5 
72. From the statement of a correspondent in the Hnglishman that the 
European population of Calcutta having consider- 


Vioeregal dinners. 
to invite all of them to dinners, the same paper is afraid lest the legge shall 
have to incur extra expenditure in order to propitiate these offended 
Europeans. | | 1 155 


ably increased, it is not possible for Lord Curzon | 


Hrravakta, 
Feb. Sth, 1905, 


Hmm Banaavasi, 
Feb. 6th, 1905, 


for a long time. The Government of India 


HiravaD, 
Feb. 3rd, 1905, 
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Feb. 4th, 1905, 


Buam Mirada, 
Feb. 4th, 1906, 


| BuaraT Mirna, 


SAFE, 
Feb, 2nd, 1906. 


BRABAT MiTRA, 
Feb. 4th, 1905. 


Hiwp1 BanGcavasi, 
Feb. 6tb, 1905. 


HITAVARTA, 
Feb. Sth 1905. 


India. cannot sit idle ee hr entirely upon the 5 
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73. The Sandhya [ Calcutta] of the 2nd February writes: 


be three lats— the Bara lat, the Jungi lat and 

Lord Curson’s visit to the field the Chota lat—recently visited the field of Plassey, 

— For ourselves the mention of Plassey: inspires 

feelings of disgust. For it is the field with which are associated not displays of 
heroism but exhibitions of treachery. 

To an Englishman even his geese are swans. Clive won the battle of 
Plassey without encountering any serious o 14 ym but he is still extolled as 
a hero in English histories. Struggle for bread may compel us to read senti- 
ments like these, but they do not appeal to or touch our hearts. 

74, Referring to Lord Curzon’s recent visit to Plassey, the Bharat Mitra 
[Calcutta] of the 4th February fails to guess what 
thoughts suggested themselves to His Excellency 
while standing on the field of Plassey, A visit to the site of the Black Hole 
made His Excellency erect a monument to commemorate it. Ig anything 
going to be done at Plassey too ? | 

75. The Hindi Bangavast Meera of the 6th February says that the 

map of the field of the famous battle of Plassey to be 

The map of Plassey in theshow- put in the show-room of the Victoria Memorial Hall, 

** Victoria Memorial Which is now on exhibition, brings back to the 

mind of an observer the incidents connected with 

Seraj Uddowla, the treachery of his officers and Mir Jafer, deeds of Lord Clive 

and the story of the forged document. But one is much consoled when one is 
reminded of the yictory gained by the English. | : 

76. Keferring to the preparation which England is making against 

Russia's threatened invasion of India, the. Hisavarte 

Rüge threnkaled erpeditien to [. Calcutta] of the 5th February says that as 2 2 
of the Amir, she has therefore to make preparations 

against an invasion. Lord Kitchener is concentrating the troops near the 
North-Western Frontier of India, but this is not likely to do much good. Out 
of a standing army of 225,000, if 75,000 were kept in the country for keeping 
order, the army which the Government will be able to put in the field cannot 
exceed 150,000; while on the other hand we see that Russia can at. any time 
send five lakhs of its army to invade India. One and-a-half lakh of men 
will be quite inadequate to meet five lakhs. It will also not be possible for 


Lord Curzon’s visit to Plassey. 


England to get a supply from England. To raise an Indian army on the spur 


Hitavakta, 
Feb. Sth, 1906. 


of the moment after having emasculated the 300 millions of this country by 
depriving them of the use of arms is almost impossible, 

o one can remain unconcerned after having entrusted the defence of a 
vast empire like India to a handful of mercenary soldiers, If the Government 
increases the number of native soldiers through the fear of Russia, it will have 
to increase the number of European soldiers too in the proportion of two to one, 
which will mean a heavy demand on its purse. Every civilised country has a 
reserve force which is three or four times the regular army ; but on accoun of 
distrust of the Indians that policy is not in vogue here. It is for this reason 
that the native sepoys are kept on active service till their old age makes them 
unfit for further service and are pensioned off only when they become unfit to 
take arms against the Government. But it does not strike them, however, that 


should Government have need of their services they would not be able to drive 
off even a dog of the enemy. 


77. In a review of the proceedings of the National Congress, the Hitavarta 


{Calcutta] of the 5th February has attempted to 
the programme of the works of ti, Show that Indians may expect many benefits at the 
last Congress. hands of the Liberal Government, and that the case 


of Ireland ta . 3 
exception of Home rule cannot apply to India, since wit 


eS * ” Ireland has all its demands attended to. But the 
ely buna a = 8 = 7 had its land revenue resettled on 
: e terms. In India ere 1 
as in Madras, Bombay, United A there is no permanent settlement, 


one of Agra and Oudh, Central Prov- 
eee eee regularly enhanced. In perms 
ne led ‘provinces such as Bengal, Bih 
imposed various taxes which have gal, Bihar and Orissa, the Government hes 


more than doubled the land revenue. In 
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‘owing the action of the Liberal party and comparing the condition of 
radia Tith that of Ireland, the Congress ought to see what Feland has gained 
and what India has not gained. What have we to do with ‘what others have 
not got? In determining what is our duty we should see if England has given 

to others what it has denied to us. . fd e ghire ei 


Unrya Papers. 


78. The Uriya and Nuvasamoad [Balasore] of the 25th January states that bas ax 
there was drizzling rain every morning in the last 88 
week and that it was of very little use to the wa m8 


The weather. 


wate 79. The ss tates that the general 
. 6 same r states © gener Unrra anp 
The health of Balasore town. health of the n is good. d e 
80. Continuing its article on the grievances of the domiciled Bengali vara. 
: 7 community in Orissa, the same paper advises that en 
The somites Bengali com- community: to lose no time in submitting a 
eee ne pide memorial to Government through the Divisional 
Commissioner, clerrly pointing out their claims to the public service, and ho 
that Mr. Growse, who is known to be a sympathetic officer, will help them in 
every way. , ae 
“BL. he same paper states that out of the 381 branch committees of the nta r 
N Utkal Union Conference, 170 are established in the u. 
The Utkel Union Canferenes. Cuttack district, 109 in the Puri district, 24 in the 
Balasore district, 23 in the Ganjam district, 5 in Sambalpur, 44 in the Orissa 
Garjats, 4 in Caleutta and 2 in Midnapore. e — 
82. The Simvad Vahika {Balasore} of the 26th January states that heavy swap Vana, 
81 showers of rain, accompanied with hailstones, fell Jan, 26th, 1905. 
. at Bhadrak in the last week and caused injury to 
the huts of some poor people. The rain was followed by a severe cold. eve 
83. The Garjathasiat [Talcher) of the 28th Jan 4 states that the  Ganssrmmn, 
eae pana an ceremony of the Jubaraj Dibyasankar Jan. 28th, 1995. 
Jabra e Bam , of the Deb of Bamra was celebrated on the 26th January 
with great é¢:lat. The meeting in Bamra of the 
Chiefs of Barakhemundi, Kasipur, Kharial, Bastar, Barapali, Talcher and 
other States, who were invited by the Raja of Bamra in person, presented a 
grand appearance. The Raja of Bamra spared no pains to make the meeting 
a complete success, : | 
84, The Utkaldimika [Cuttack] of the 28th January states that the cloudy urin, 
8 weather of the last week has subsided, that the sky Jan. 28th, 1908. 
2 bas become clear, and that the cold has increased. 
85. The same paper states that the rain which fell last week was 
e lal helpful to cultivation work and did no considerable | 
7 e weather. injury. „ 
86. The Deopur correspondent of the same paper states that two good = urmatpirma. 
* showers of ram fell there in the last week, that the 
ne sky is yet cloudy, and that more rain is expected. 
This rain has impeded the harvesting of paddy and has caused damage to the 
stored straw and hay. : Be ob a 
87. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that the sky was = ures. 
cloudy and a shower of rain fell there in the last 
. week. 
88. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the spring  Urmatpirixa. 
3 breeze has begun to blow in that town and that the 
2 sderresctey cold has slightly increased. 
89. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that nowadays = urmapirics i 
‘al 4 the portion of the Jagannath road between the 
ö e Dharmasala bazar and the Tangi bazar is infested 
with tigers, bears and other wild animals. Recently a large bear was killed 
near Neulpur bazar. The writer says that wild elephants often frequent the 
Dhanmandal station and that it is therefore dangerous to proceed to that 
station at night. : eee 


The weather. 
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states that the Raja of Nabha has issued a rule to the 

e e ai effect that no — — will be able to take 
Money-lending in the Nabha more than 10 annas interest F cent. per mentem 
N r from the agriculturists of his State and hopes that 
this rule will be followed in other native States. i e 
91. A correspondent of the same paper writes to say that in Barimal and 

its neighbouring villages in the Cuttack district a 


A hailstorm in Barimal in zudden hailstorm took place on the 17th Jan 


Cuttack. : 


that the hailstones, each of which was about half 
a seer in weight, caused serious hurt to many men, cattle and other animals, 
and that such a catastrophe is almost unprecedented. A large quantity of 
paddy has also been destroyed. 
92. The Deuli correspondent of the same paper yrs ae that the road 
from Neali to Bhingarpur and Kothdes is in a 
wretched condition, and urges its immediate repair, 
93. The same paper approves of the action of the Oudh and Rohilkand 
ilway Company in substitating the word “ Indian” 


Substitution of the word d“ Native“ in all notices en vad 0 
° Indian 5 for the word Native“ kor the wor gra d nthe 


** doors of carriages in use on that line, and recom- 

D oe mends that other railway companies in India should 

do the same, as the word Native“ has an odour of 

contempt about it, when used by the Europeans and other foreigners in 

eneral, 

2 94. The same paper spéaks highly of the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Pratt, who, 

while on inspection tour in Cuttack, expressed a 

i desire to interview such of the Indian residents of 

the Cuttack town who considered it worth their while to call on him at Lal 
Bag, where His Lordship stayed for a couple days, 


Wanted repairs for a road. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


95. The Paridarsak Syne | of the 27th January reports an outbreak of 
ee ga ee ce idemic of cholera in the villages near Pathar- 
Sylhet. in kandi in Pertabgarh, and makes this visitation the 
occasion for an appeal to Government to restore the 
charitable dispensary which was formerly located at Patharkandi, but which 
has since been removed elsewhere. : 
96. The same paper draws attention to the grievanves of certain members 
Grievances of certain members of the Silchar Civil Police. It appears that these 
of the Silchar Civil Police. . persons were some time ago attracted by 
ees of temporary promotion to accept service (with the 
permission of Government) under the Assam-Bengal Railway Company in 
connection with the extension of that line through the hills of North Cachar. 
This extension has since been completed, and in reverting to their old sphere of 
work, they find that while they mostly remain where they were before, others 
in the service of equal or inferior standing have risen even to be Sub-Inspectors. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator 
BxudaLI TMANSLATOR 'S Orricx, 


The 11th February 1905. 
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I.—Forzien Potrrics. 5 


162. The Indian Nation remarks that Mr. Brodrick’s firmness in 


| insisting on his instructions being carried: out and 
The Tibetan. Nee de, Ne to sanction the en of the Govern- 
ment of India and his censure of the conduct of Colonel Younghusband greatly 
raise the respect of the Indian people for British justice and also enhance 
the prestige of the Exiglish name. The only regrettable feature of the 
correspondence published is the attitude of the Indian Government. It admits 
of no other explanation than climatic influences. | : 
163. The Bengalee ina lengthy article lauds the self-reliance and grit 
of the Japanese and urges that the vital interests 
. Sat, Xo of India demand that her sons should, like the 
children of the Land of the Rising Sun, acquire the power to adapt themselves 
to ever-changing circumstances. ‘They should assiduously set themselves the 
task of absorbing into their national life all the modern conditions of progress 
if they desire to free themselves from the yoke of a subject people. : 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


164. The Bengalee writes that it has been reserved for the London corres- 
ee pondent of a Bombay contemporary to satisfac- 
Report of the Police Commis- torily account for the withholding of the Police 
sion. ae . . 
Commission’s Report for a period bordering on two 
years The recommendations of the Commission, it is explained, will almost 
double the expenditure now incurred under the head of ‘* Police;” but as 
the Government of India are unwilling to meet any additional charges at a 
time like the present, when the probabilities of a Russian invasion, thanks to. 
Lord Curzon’s foreign policy, are occupving thcir undivided attention and. 
absorbing their gigantic surpluses, the matter has been temporarily shelved. 


The reforms suggested by the Commission may be most 3 needed in 


the interests of the people, but this is a matter of indifference to Lord Curzon, 
who has never been particularly keen about internal reform, possibly because 
it does not lend itself to anything like an artistio treatment before English 
audiences. If, however, the explanation given by the London correspon- 
dent of the Bombay paper of the delay has any truth in it, the report has 
— chance of seeing the light of day until Lord Curzon bids adieu to these 
shores. 
165. The Indian Empire writes that although the reform of the police is 

Pee most urgently needed, the recommendations of the 


Government of India about two years ago, have not been given effect to for 


financial reasons. The Government of India has always enough 2 to 
est 


undertake costly expeditions and missions and to fortify the North- 


Frontier; but when it comes to benefiting the people by introducing urgent 


internal reforms, the exchequer is always declared to be empty. 


166. The Amrita Buzar Patrika writes that the Mansingpatna 3 
, 


2 i case, in which four innocent men were sent to j 
f. Mansingpatna = dacoity has a very interesting sequel. It will be remem- 
2 bered that, while these unfortunate men were 
serving out their terms, a new light was thrown on the case showing that they 
had nothing whatever to do with the crime, and they were accordingly 


released. ‘Shortly after, however, one Abdur Samad was prosecuted for bad 
livelihood at the instance of the Inspector-General of Police, who entertained 


the belief that this man was the real organiser of this dacoity, and was bound 


down to be of good behaviour for three years. It appears from this action that 
the executive authorities did not want to create another scandal by prosecuting 


a man of whose guilt they were doubtful, But what compensation is to be 
paid to the four men who were wrongly prosecuted? Adolp Beck has been 
given £5,000 by the Home Government in reparation of the hardships inflicted 


Police Commission, which were submitted to the 
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on him, and it behoves the 3 of India to adopt a similar plan in 
k their innocent subjects. a 33 
— 8 ta Bazar Pairita ae that in a certain village in the juris- 
diction of me lice-station, district Mursid- 
Serious allegation against ® abad, a man died, leaving all his property to his 
ice-station and showed the will to the Sub-Inspector, and the same evening 
Pe Price appeared at the house of the deceased and conveyed all his movable 
property to the thana. They also took possession of two milch cows and 
three calves from the house of the Pandit, alleging that they belonged to the 
deceased. Kasinath now laid the matter before the District Magistrate, and 
was directed to apply to the Judge for probate, while the Sub-Inspector Was 
called upon to show cause why he should not restore the property to Kasinath 
after taking proper security. The 3 took no notice of this order, 
and Kasinath again applied to the Distriot Magistrate, with the result that the 
police were ordered to make over the property to him and the Sub-Inspector 
directed to explain his conduct. At this stage the case came before the 
District Judge, who on going through the ay was very much dissatisfied 
with the conduct of the Sub-Inspector and asked the Magistrate to enquire 
and report. The District Superintendent of Police held a — enquiry at 
which the complainant was not allowed to be present and when the report was 
submitted to the Judge, he wrote officially to the Magistrate as follows:— 
és very serious. The enquiry was highly unsatisfactory and 
made N ak The conduct of the Sib: Encpiestior cannot be justified 
at all. He usurped the power of the District Judge and defied law, eto.“ 


(d) —Education, 


168. The Bengalee regards as totally unfounded, the assumption of 
Mr. Pedler that the steady and almost rapid decline 

Tue Report on Public Instrue- jn the percentage of successful candidates at the 
ee Entrance examinations during the last six years 
is due to a falling off in the quality of students sent up by the high schools and 
is inclined to the belief that the decline is due to the vagaries of examiners and 
unsuitability of text-books. | 

169. The Amrita Bazar Patria writes that instead of attempting to 
validate the action of the ‘Chancellors of. the 

Coup “eat, or another Unirer. Calcutta and Bombay Universities in regard to the 
Ben ee constitution of the Provisional Syndicates . by 
introducing another Universities Bill, the Government of India should 
for obvious reasons, have awaited the decision of the Bombay High Court. 
The new legislation will, no doubt, remove the difficulty in the formation of 
future Provisional Syndicates; but it cannot remove the illegality in the case of 
the Provisional Syndicate already formed; and should the Bombay High Court 
interpret the clause according to the popular view, the action of. the Govern- 
ment of India will be completely s tified. The Patrika, however, observes 
that grave principles are involved in the passing of the supplementary Bill, 
which is objectionable and fraught with the greatest mischief. In the first place 
if the Government uses the Legislature to serve its particular objects in this 
way, then the country will have to bid adieu to all constitutional administra- 
tion, and secondly, the undignified haste with which the measure has been 

rushed through without adequate discussion has created a dangerous precedent. 
In its next issue the journal writes that while the Government strenuously 
maintains that the action of the Chancellors is not illegal, it nevertheless 
wants to rectify some blunder. Otherwise there is absolutely no need for the 
new Bill. But will the new measure, when passed, extricate the Chancellors 
supposing the decision of the Bomba High Court is unfavourable to them? 
It is quite possible that the Hon’ble Judges will suggest a compromise, but in a 


matter of such constitutional importance it would be impertinent to offer any 
such advice. F 


170. As there is now under the consideration of the Legislature a Bill to 
Suggestion to amend the Uni- amend the Indian Universities Act, the Indian 


Nation takes the opportunity of suggesting some 
versities Act. 3 pp y OF 8 oe 
modifications other than 8 of a technical 


65715 


character. It presses for larg . of private and unaided colleges 
on the Senate and the Provisional Syndica tta Univ 
natives of the country in the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Science. _ 
171. The Bengalee writes that if the Government are convinced that the 
The new Universities bil- Procedure adopted by the Chancellors is according ta 
aw, why did they introduce a new Bill to 
the manner in which the Provisional Syndicates were elected instead of 
allowing a Court of Law to decide this point? It is because the Government 
were under the apprehension that the elections might be set aside and so they 
lost no time in framing a convenient piece of legislation to legalise the illegal 
action of the Chancellors. The Bill will have the effect of depriving the Senates 
of the right of voting and the constitutional Sg of electing the Faculties 
and Syndicates and must therefore be strenuously 


Act itself. | 
172. The Hindoo Patriot is disappointed that Lord Curzon does not 


intend to speak at the next University Convocation. 


ote next University Convoca- His Excellency’s silence detracts from the interest- 

ing character of the function and will cause much 
regret and surprise. This year’s proceedings therefore will be of a purely 
matter-of-fact, barren and repelling nature and will come in for more criticism 
than they have met with in recent years, 


173. The Amrita Basar Patrika characterises the Bill to amend the 


— daa Universities Aet as a determination on the part of 
the Universities Validating Bill. the Government to legalise the illegalities com- 
mitted by the Chancellor of the Bombay University 
inthe appointment of the local Provisional Syndicate. The action of the 
Government has had the effect of muzzling the High Court of Bombay before 
whom the question was under consideration, and this same effect may well 
cause the Government to ponder as to the course things are taking. Followi 
this principle, the action of a favourite police officer, resulting in the bruta 
death of a human being, may also be rendered justifiable. Nay, by a further 
development of the principle, the Legislature may be summoned for passing an 
Act exempting executive officers from the operations of all the laws of the 
land. The action of the Legislature in the case of the Bombay University 
gives riseto the fear that the reign of the lawwill be replaced by that of 
anarchy. Its underlying principle can create a revolution in the land. 
174. That the election of the Syndicate in Bombay is illegal is, the 
rua Hengalee holds, practically conceded by the intro- 
ee duction of the Validating Bill itself. No blame 
can attach to the Bombay High Court Judges if, having regard to their Abende 
they hesitate to be overruled by the Legislature. Instead of setting right the 
wrong already committed by the Chancellor in depriving the Bombay Senate 
of the right of electing the Syndicate, this Bill proposes to give legal sanction 
to the wrong itself. It thus fe ers the dignity of the Legislature and estab- 
lishes a pernicious precedent. | | 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


175. The Indian Nation wonders that some fellow-citizens and Municipal 
Commissioners have been pressing for an afternoon 
, conservancy in their part of the town. There is 
not only no benefit to be derived by the service, but it is a positive annoyance 
to passers by and residents owing to the clouds of dust raised. Refuse is not 
removed but merely accumulated to fester all day and night. iS OLS LS 
176. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that at the next meeting of the 
Cialis , Corporation the Chairman will lay onthe table a 
Rel eee oe 8 report relating to the extra expenditure incurred at 
Pulta in reconstructing the foundation for the new 

Worthington pump. It appears that the foundation referred to had to be demo- 
lished, as. Mr. Loch, Superintendent of Machinery, unnecessarily ordered the 
removal of some girders. His stupidity cost the Corporation a sum of Rs. 5,860; 
and when on the 24th January the Chairman wrote to the Chief Engineer 


Afternoon conservancy. 


opposed, as it seeks to 
perpetrate an injustice even greater than that committed by the Universities 


yndicate of the Calcutta University, and of 
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making certain enquiries in the matter, the latter replied that as the Sup erin 


tendent had tendered bis resignation he would not undaly 3 the matter. 
Thus, it is evident that no one is going to be held responsible for the useless 
expenditure of nearly Rs. 6, 000 of the rate · payers money! ee e eee 


. (9g)—Ratiways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation } 


177. The Indian Empire writes that of all departments, the railway 
presents the most glaring instances of iniquitous 
n between the employment of Europeans 


Indians in the railway service. 


’ 


on purely racial considerations. In the higher 


and Indians in its service, dera In th 
ranks no Indian is to be found, while in the lower grades, where there is a 
sprinkling of them, the distinction is quite apparent. European firemen, for 
instance, get from Rs. 60 to Rs. 70 à month, but the pay of an Indian fireman 
s from Rs. 8 to Rs. 10. Again, a shunter, if he is a European, draws a 
monthly salary of about Rs. 100, but in the case of a native the pay is only about 
Rs. 20. Similarly, the pay of a European driver ranges from Rs. 100 to tis. 300, 
whereas an Indian driver never gets more than Rs, 50. It will thus be seen that, 
although the children of the soil perform the same duties as their white fellow- 
workers, their remuneration is not even one-fourth of the latter's. This invi- 
dicus distinction is also seen in the length of the work hours. A European is 
required to work eight hours before he completes his day, but an Indian must 
work ten hours, In spite of this, a secret conference was held at Delhi in 1903 
to discuss the desirability of the larger emplovment of Europeans, Anglo- 
Indians, and Eurasians on Indian railways! The Zanpire hopes that this 
matter will engage Lord Curzon’s serious attention. 57 
178. The Bengalee desires to call public attention to the fact that although 
the District Traffic Superintendent. of Dinapore 
addressed a circular letter to all Station-masters under 
him requesting them to make suitable arrangements for acquainting 


— 


with the duration of stoppage of trains at stations, they have ignored the order 


and treated a subsequent reminder with similar indifference. 9 ce 
179. The Bengale points out that a waitingeroom for Indian ladies at 
Dinapore has become indispensable, and hopes that 


Wanted a waiting. rpom at Dina- ia 4 ° ° hl ag EE Se eae 
pore railway station. ner guch à conyenience will be soon supplied in view 


A railway grievance. 


of the importance of the station, 
(h) — General. : 


Inn; Mranor, 
Sth Jan. 1906. 


Dana eL, 
Sth Feb. 1905. 


180. The Indian Mirror congratulates the Government of Bengal on the 
The Union Panchayets of Bengal. n. gcheme inaugura ted by it for the formation 
: of Union Pancbayets in Bengal. The journal gives 
its hearty support to the scheme and regards it as the resuscitation of the old 
village community which, since the time of Manu up to the beginning of British 
rule in Indis, had served the useful purpose of forming efficient administrative 
units in the country. 3 — 3 
181. Continuing its remarks on this subject, the same journal warns 
na Government that in order to make these institu- 

8 tions successful, it will be necessary to 
against certain circumstances Which are likely to militate against their 
ugefulness. As everything depends on the right sort of men elected as 
Panchayets, the Mirror thinks that Government gannot do better than print and 
circulate broadcast the sound advice on the subject given by Mr. Carey, 
District Magistrate of Hooghly, to the villagers he addressed the other day. 
This address would have an immense educative effect upon the peo and 
e elected 


make them clearly understand their duty as well as impress 
members the sacred sind responsible — of their ee. mee a 
182. Judging from the extreme leniency of the sentence passed by a 


Pat ef the 1st Battalion, Durham Light the 
Bengalee is led to the belief that the terrors of r more mythical 
than real. The aceysed was arraigned on six different chi of a fraudulent — 


nature and was found guilty on all of them, but n 
ede eme pled wader deen, 
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183. The Bengalee writes that the operations of the Thagi and Dacoity 
and daccity, Department, as reviewed in the report for the year 

Thagi and dect. 1903, can hardly be said to have been attended 

with any degree of success, seeing that out of 43 persons arrested in Raj 


7 — 


putana for being implicated in dacoities, only 5 were convicted. This is less 
than 12 per cent., and the failure is emphasised by the fact that the detection of 
dacoities in Native States has, since the suppression of the hereditary thug, | 
constituted the main work of that Department. SS TE COR ae 
184. The Bengalze, in noticing the comments in the English Press on the 
The Bolt case. Rolt case, says that it fears the temptation will be 
: to make a scapegoat of Mr. Heard, the Deputy 
Magistrate, who acted under orders, and to let down the members of the ‘most 
distinguished service in the world“ as easily as possible. But it is still san- 
guine enough to hope that justice will be done and the enquiry followed by 
an honest attempt to put an end to the scandal which the union of the execu- 
tive and judicial functions entails. | tgs 
185. The Amrita Bazar Patria writes that Mr. Harvey, the new Secre- 
_ tary in the Department of Industry and Commerce, 
in. 1. Harvey, Secretary i has no experience in either subject and was put in 
e Department of Commerce and | : 1 
Industry. charge of the department because he is an English- 
man, and India was created for the maintcnauce 
of Englishmen. The Patria wonders how many fat berths this new depart- 
ment will create for the whites.” : EE 


1 


V.—ProsPects or THE Crops AND ConpiITION OF THE PEOPLE. . 


186. The Behar Herald recommends that, in view of the desolation plague 
is causing in Patna, the Rs. 30,000 contributed 
| by the Government of Bengal for the relief of the 
plague-stricken people of Bihar should be utilized in providing medicine, etc., 
to the sufferers. This was the course adopted by the Committee formed by 
Mr. Macpherson, when he was Commissioner of Patna, with the result that 
40 per cent. of cases recovered. Unfortunately, however, this efficient body has 


been replaced by an Advisory Committee and no relief measures have yet been 
taken. ‘Ihe Heraid accordingly urges the appointment, without further delay, 


Plague in Patna. 


of a Committee consisting of such respectable retired officials as Babus Gopinath | 


Mahtey, Prakas Chandra Roy, Brahma Deo Narayan, and other leading 
gentlemen who have rendered yeomen’s service in connection with plague. 
It is earnestly hoped that practical measures will be adopted by the local 
authorities before it is too late. oaks 


187. The Telegraph writes that plague is spreading over the villages of 


Bengal. Sodepur is affected and the mills are 
: working half-time. In Ticapara, near Howrah, the 
disease is claiming many victims, while cases are being steadily reported from 


Plague. 


Rishra, Baidyabati, Kanchrapara, Shamnagar and other places. What are the 


authorities doing to arrest its deadly progress ? 


VI.—Miscetianzovs. 1 
188. The Amrita Bazar Patrika would rather that the three Indians who 
Agitation in England. 


to remove incorrect impressions regarding the aspirations of that body The 


must explain to the lower millions of the English people how British rule is 
impoverishing the country and emasculating the people, and that a wealthy 

Ke the. Bainive. It is in 
this manner that their sympathy should be aroused and their interests 


and prosperous India would be a source of strengt 
appealed to. 


4th Feb, 1905. 


are going to England to lay the grievances of their 
ae country before the British public went in their 
individual capacity, and not as a deputation of the Congress, which, since it 
purports to represent the educated classes, should have despatched a deputation 
consisting of 100 members at least, in order to make its position felt and 
reepected. If they disassociate themselves from the Congress they would not 
ouly be given a fair and patient hearing, but would also be in a better position 
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Government that the complainants themselves had taken no 


C00 1 
1890. The Judian Mirror is of opinion that some of the non-afici 
189 © members of the Bengal Council should exercise a 

pinterpellation in the Benes! little mare discrimination in ‘the choice of the 


ah tt Poiut, the journal 
cites Babu Ambika Charan as in lation regarding e Baruipur 
assault case and asks what purpose the Hon’ble Member served by proclaiming 
to the world that two European ruffians were able to assault on entire staff of 
Bengali railway employés on their own premises and in the presence of several 
of their own countrymen, Moreover, it a s from the eet made by 
prosecute 
their assailants. Thus, if = i not think it worth while to make a 
grievance of it, surely it was nobody else’s business to interfere. | 5 
190. The Bengalee publishes a notice signed by Babus Surendra Nath 
Banerji and A. Chaudburi inviting subseripti 
Deputation to England in con- from the public of Bengal in aid of the deputation 
Tt tne anthpartiion which it has been decided to send to England on 
the eve of the next General Election and to carry 
on the agitation against the partition of Bengal here and in England. 
191. The rumour that the merge 5 of ae 2 to sone two 
5 5 scientists to India to study the etio of plagu 
ee reminds the Amrita Beitr Patrika of the . — 


1 — 


estions they put. As @ case in 


of 50 plague doctors who bad to be recalled owing to the Mulkowal disaster 


when numbers of persons died from the effects of inoculation. Thus a very 

large sum was squandered and many lives sacrificed before the whims of the 

Government were satisfied. Who can, after this, say that India is a res : 
be 


field for experiments? If two etiologists are to be appointed, one shou 
a native. : : i 
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